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At 6:30 a.m., Allyson Ladd’s phone 
rings. It’s the Georgetown County 
School District. A teacher is sick, and 
they need her to teach a class. 

Ladd, 25, who began substitute 
teaching in October, never knows 
where she’ll teach or who’s class 
she’ll be in, but she is always up and 
ready to go. 

“Teaching is my passion,” said the 
Waccamaw High School graduate.

After Ladd received a degree in 
communications and psychology from 
Clemson University, she thought 
she’d continue her education. Her 
goal was to become a clinical psy-
chologist working with children, but 
the real world and a paid position en-
ticed her into a 9-to-5 job.

For three years Ladd worked at 
GS magazine in Myrtle Beach. 

When all the employees were laid 
off last summer, Ladd decided she’d 
return to her original career plan: 
working in schools. So she became 
part of a 33 percent increase in sub-
stitute applicants in Georgetown 
County schools. 

The district accepted her into its 
teacher training program, a month-
long class held at Howard Adult Cen-
ter in Georgetown. She was famil-
iar with Waccamaw schools so Ladd 
asked to be placed in any grade or 
school on the Waccamaw Neck. 

The district accepted her request, 
and since October, she’s subbed in 
grades four through 12.

It’s unusual for her to know where 
she’ll be in advance, but on this par-
ticular day Tammy Williams, a Wac-
camaw Intermediate School teacher, 
knew she’d be absent. The district 
called Ladd, and she arrived ready 

SEE “SUBSTITUTE,” PAGE 3
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Substitute Allyson Ladd teaches a fourth-grade class at Waccamaw Intermediate School.

The sub: One day at a time

Allyson Ladd  
gives one-
on-one help 
to Mikayla 
Wright, 9, and 
Peyton Alford, 
9, above, and 
Taylor Shaffer, 
9, left. Ladd has 
degrees in com-
munications 
and psychology 
from Clemson 
University, 
but decided to 
try substitute 
teaching after 
being laid off 
from a local 
magazine. More 
photos at coast-
alobserver.com.

Recreation

Parkersville
center on list 
to start in ‘11

Roads

New river crossing
gets private funds

“A lot can 
change 
between 
now and 
then, but 
we’re 
pleased 
with the 
ways 
things 
are go-
ing.” 

Norman Reid
Parkersville 

resident
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After more than a decade of 
trying to get an inter-genera-
tional community center built in 
Parkersville, residents said their 
dream is finally in sight.

“They say we’re going to have 
something the last of this year or 
the first of next year,” said Nor-
man Reid, a leader in the effort. 
“A lot can change between now 
and then, but we’re pleased with 
the way things are going.”

Nothing is official, though Beth 
Goodale, the county’s director of 
recreation, said some news about 
the center is forthcoming.

“We’re working on something 
big,” she said. “Stay tuned, be-
cause we’re real close to having an 
announcement.”

The  Georgetown County Parks 
and Recreation commission met 
Monday and chairman Bob Hes-
terfer said there was talk about 
the county “looking at having the 
center completed in 2011.”

On the most recent draft of 
the county’s capital improve-
ment plan, approved in October, 
the project was slated to be fund-
ed in 2012 and 2013, something 
that had Parkersville residents in

SEE “CENTER,” PAGE 3
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Coastal residents will find out Monday if reports 
are true that private funding is available for construc-
tion of a new Waccamaw River crossing in southern 
Horry County.

The project, known as 
the Southern Evacuation 
Lifeline, would connect 
Bypass 17 with Highway 
701. 

Funding has been of-
fered and plans are to build 
the connector and operate 
it as a toll road, said a per-
son familiar with the proj-
ect who declined to speak 
on the record.

Howard Barnard, an 
Horry County Council 
member and chairman of 
the highway task force, 
wouldn’t confirm or deny 
the report, but promised 
an exciting announcement 
on Monday, following a meeting of the group.

“You don’t want to miss it,” Barnard said. 
The meeting will begin at noon at the Surfside 

Beach Library.
“It’s been a while since the chairman has called 

a meeting of the task force, so I would assume the
SEE “PLANS,” PAGE 3

BY CHARLES SWENSON
COASTAL OBSERVER

There were a couple of an-
nouncements before the Wacca-
maw Neck Democrats got to hear 
from three congressional candi-
dates.

Hannah Cromley, who chairs 
the county Democratic Party, said 
there were places open for del-
egates to the county convention 
from the Waccamaw Neck pre-
cincts.

Nancy Kolman said the S.C. 
Democratic Women’s Council, 
which she leads, will meet in the 
county in April.

And before she sat down, Kol-
man added that she is a candidate 
to replace Cromley.

“That decision was made five  
minutes before I walked into the 
room, not even five minutes,” Kol-
man said.

Although the announcement 

was news to Cromley, who became 
interim chairwoman last year, she 
said afterward she never intended 
to run for a full two-year term.

Cromley, 29, said she has some 
job opportunities that may take 
her out of the area. 

“I don’t know that I can commit 
myself to two years,” she said.

She heard from one other per-
son who was interested in the par-
ty leadership, but isn’t sure that 
person is still interested.

“I think healthy competition is 
good,” Cromley said. “It builds ex-
citement.”

Kolman chaired the party from 
2004 to 2006, taking over af-
ter Charles McGill resigned. She 
managed Vida Miller’s re-election 
campaign in state House District 
108 in 2008.

“Some Democratic officeholders 
and party members approached 
me to run,” Kolman said. “I want 
to do my part, along with a strong 

slate of officers, to get our Demo-
cratic candidates elected.”

She talked it over with her hus-
band, Larry, then decided to use 
the candidate forum to announce 
her intentions.

She left for a meeting in Browns 
Ferry hosted by Democratic state 
Rep. Carl Anderson to make the 
same announcement.

Kolman, who lives at Pawleys 
Plantation, was the first woman 
to chair the county party when she 
was elected in 2004. Since then, 
the Republicans have won a ma-
jority of seats on County Council 
and the Board of Education, which 
became nonpartisan in 2008.

Although there was a record 
turnout in the Democratic pri-
mary in 2008, leading to a record 
number of delegates in the upcom-
ing county convention, John Mc-
Cain still beat Barack Obama in 
the county, 52 to 47 percent.
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Politics: The Democrats

Former chairman runs for party leader

A study based 
on Census 
2000 found it 
would take 26 
hours to evac-
uate the area 
the Southern 
Evacuation 
Lifeline would 
serve.
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Nancy Kolman signs up del-
egates while Hannah Crom-
ley talks with a party mem-
ber during recent precinct 
meetings.


