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A weekend cruise from 
Georgetown to Murrells Inlet 
ended abruptly at Litchfield on 
Memorial Day.

The 30-foot Catalina sailboat 
Grundoon came ashore just south 
of the Litchfield Inn around 2 
a.m., said Joshua Powers, the 
owner. He lives aboard the boat 
in Georgetown.

Powers and a friend were sail-
ing to Murrells Inlet on Sunday. 
They anchored on a shoal about 
150 yards off the beach and swam 
ashore to the inn for drinks. They 
were back on board around 8:30 
p.m., Powers said.

“We were just coming out 
here for a day or two,” he said. 
“Sometimes I go to a place for a 
day and end up staying a month 
or two months.”

It was an east wind that devel-
oped into Tropical Storm Bertha 
on Wednesday that extended his 
stay at Litchfield.

The anchor line chafed as the 
boat rocked in the surf.

“We were watching last 
night,” a bystander told Powers. 
“It was bobbing like a cork.”

Around 1 or 2 a.m., the line 
broke. Powers said he awoke to 
find the boat in the surf. He threw 
out a spare anchor to keep the 
boat from drifting farther up on 
the beach as the tide rose.

Powers called a towing ser-
vice, which quoted him a price 
of $5,000 to get the boat afloat. “I 
might even try to do it myself if 
the weather gets right,” he said.
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Staff at All 4 Paws Animal 
Rescue take to the road when it 
is time to spay or neuter cats and 
dogs, driving as far as Moncks 
Corner to use clinic space. So a 
couple of shipping containers 
will come in handy. 

The nonprofit has received 
a $230,000 grant from the Petco 
Foundation that will allow it to 
set up a spay and neuter clinic in 
a pair of 40-foot-long shipping 
containers. 

It will be the first vet clinic 
developed by Clinics in a Can, 
which began converting con-
tainers into medical facilities in 

2002.
“When you step inside one of 

these clinics you would think you 
were in a regular clinic or ER,” 
said Mike Wawrzewski, a physi-
cian’s assistant who founded the 
company. It was an outgrowth 
of a Christian mission that built 
hospitals overseas.

The company, based in 
Witchita, Kan., has made clinics 
for an array of human services, 
including COVID-19 testing. 
They are intended to go to places 
with limited resources and infra-
structure. This will be the first 
veterinary clinic.

“It’s going to be a fraction 
of the cost of a big clinic,” said

See “Grant,” Page 2
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The Georgetown County 
School District will have its first 
new superintendent since 2003 
beginning July 1.

Keith Price was named super-
intendent last week. He was one 
of three finalists to replace Randy 
Dozier, who will retire June 30.

Price told the school board he 
is determined to “continue and 
grow the excellence” of the dis-
trict while focusing on his “core 
four”: learning, character, com-
munity and relationships.

“As we move forward and we 
focus our efforts on those four 
areas, Georgetown County will 
continue to succeed,” Price said.

Price has been with the Rich-
land 2 School District for 24 
years, the last six as assistant su-
perintendent. Before that he was 
a principal and assistant princi-
pal in Blythewood and Columbia.

He said change is always hard.
“Dr. Dozier has been a rock 

of steadiness and security for so 
long,” Price said. “That’s kind of 
scary for a lot of people.”

Price is already working on 
an entry plan so he can “hit the

See “District,” Page 3
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Property taxes won’t rise this 
year to fund Georgetown County 
government operations under 
a draft budget that is up for ap-
proval next month.

The county will draw on re-
serves for the third straight year 
to balance the general fund and 
sheriff’s office budgets. But Ed 
Kilcullen, the finance director, 
said the county didn’t want to 
raise the tax rate because of the 
impact of the COVID-19 outbreak 
on the economy.

“I think it’s the first time since 
2008 that the county hasn’t used 
that capacity,” he said.

State law limits the ability of 
local governments to raise taxes 
to the combination of the in-
crease in local population and 
the federal Consumer Price In-
dex. For Georgetown County, 
that equals 2.53 percent (.72 for 
growth and 1.81 for the CPI).

The county will use $333,000 
of the $11 million in its reserve 
to balance the $31.3 million gen-
eral fund. It will use $230,000 
of the sheriff’s office reserve of 
$733,000 to balance that depart-
ment’s $15.7 million budget.

County employees will not 
receive cost-of-living pay raises 
under the new budget, Kilcullen 
said. But the county faces high-
er costs for employee benefits, 
with workers compensation up

See “Budget,” Page 3
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The Waccamaw Library will 
begin allowing patrons inside the 
building on Monday for short pe-
riods as long as they’re a wearing 
mask.

“We’ve been trying to figure 
out how to open the facilities. We 
haven’t done so casually,” Dwight 
McInvaill, the Georgetown Coun-
ty library director, told the li-
brary board 
last week. “We 
don’t want 
people to be 
scared. We’re 
doing more 
than the sci-
ence tells us 
that we are 
needful of do-
ing. We want 
them to be 
comfortable.”

Library branches have been 
closed to the public since March 
18 due to safety concerns related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, al-
though staff have continued to 
work.

Beginning Monday, the li-
brary will be open to the public 
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Weekend hours have been dis-
continued for now.

A limited number of patrons 
who are wearing masks will be 
allowed in the building at a time, 
and will be given a short window 
of time to browse and check out 
materials. Computers and video 
gaming systems will be off limits.

The library will keep a sup-
ply of disposable masks on hand 
for patrons who don’t have their 
own, and all staff members will 
wear masks in public areas.

“We haven’t had a single staff 
member protest,” McInvaill said.

McInvaill knows the new 
mask policy will be unpopular 
with some patrons.

“To some people, this would 
be totally wrong,” he said.

The library will waive the 
mask requirement for children 
2 and under, and people with 
breathing issues or special needs.

Patrons who don’t wear a 
mask will be asked to use the

See “Library,” Page 2
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Allison Gillespie and Tom Carter look at a sketch of the clinic, 
which will fit on an existing slab on the shelter’s property.
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The Grundoon attracts curious beachgoers after washing ashore at Litchfield on Monday.

Joshua Powers, left, explains to beachgoers how his sailboat 
ended up on Litchfield Beach on Memorial Day.


