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By Chris Sokoloski
COASTAL OBSERVER

Jarrod Ownbey may not 
be a graduate of a Georgetown 
County school, but he has a 
strong interest in the district.

His oldest daughter is a
graduate 
of Wacca-
maw High 
School, his 
two young-
er daughters 
are students 
at Wacca-
maw High 
and Wacca-
maw Middle, 
and his wife, 
Stacy, teach-
es at the mid-
dle school.

They are why Ownbey, a 
Spartanburg native, wants 
to represent District 6 on the 
school board. He filed as soon 
as the books opened last Friday 
for the July 8 special election.

“I think it’s the most impor-
tant investment you can make 
into a community is to invest in 
the education of their children 
because they’re the ones that 
come back to be the doctors 
and work on the roads, work 
at the restaurants and keep ev-
erything going,” Ownbey said. 
“To me that’s why. It’s to make 
sure that we have the best pos-
sible education for our chil-
dren and put that investment 
into them, but also to give this 
area a chance to have a voice in 
Georgetown.”

Ownbey, who lives in Li-
tchfield Country Club and is 
a lawyer with the Mullins Law 
Firm in North Myrtle Beach, 
has heard from parents who 
think they don’t have enough 
of a voice on what goes on in 
schools.

The District 6 seat became 
vacant when Kristie Baxley re-
signed last month. She was 

See “Election,” Page 2

By Chris Sokoloski
COASTAL OBSERVER

The Coastal Montessori 
Charter School board is scour-
ing its finances to figure out 
how to offset an expected 
$102,699 deficit in the upcom-
ing budget.

Chairman Rick Richard-
son wants the board’s finance 
committee to take a “hard look” 
at the more than $110,000 the 
school has earned in interest 
since July on the $2.6 million it 
has in reserve.

“We’ve got to figure out and 
be creative in where we shave 
funds,” Richardson said. “But 
we’ve got to figure out how 
we’re going to use that interest 
account, if we’re going to use it 
at all.”

“If we’re not talking about 
[that] fund to get us through 
next year so then this board has 
time to strategize about where 
we’re going to go financially, 
we’re talking about losing peo-
ple,” director Chris Bergeron 
said.

Although the charter school 
is sponsored by the George-
town County School District, its 
board of directors oversees its 
budget.

The school’s projected 
spending in the FY26 budget is 
$2.8 million. Bergeron said the 
budget projections are based on 
an enrollment of 240 students. 
As of mid-April, there were 236 
students.

Salaries and benefits for em-
ployees add up to nearly $2 mil-
lion or 77 percent of the budget. 

Roxann King, a CPA with 
Veris, told the board last month 
that for most charter schools, 
salaries and benefits account 
for between 60 and 65 percent 
of a budget.

It’s “very difficult” to have a 
balanced budget when the per-
sonnel costs are that high, she 
added. The Montessori mod-
el has two teachers in every
classroom since students stay 

See “Charter,” Page 2
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COASTAL OBSERVER

Montessori School of Paw-
leys Island joined Palmetto Giv-
ing Day this year.

The annual 36-hour fund-
raising event is hosted by the 
Frances P. Bunnelle Founda-
tion.

Stacy Nance, the school’s 
director, said one of the things 
that she likes the most about 
working with the foundation is 
that they meet the nonprofits 
where they are.

“They said, ‘if this is what 
you can do, then do that. Don’t 

worry about all the other stuff. 
Don’t worry about how it looks 
for other agencies. Do what you 
can do and be good at that,’” she 
added. “That was very Montes-
sori.”

This year’s Palmetto Giv-
ing Day is Monday and Tues-
day. Since the event started in 
2017, more than $18 million has 
been donated to nonprofits that 
serve citizens in Georgetown 
County.

Nance has a background 
working with a local nonprof-
it that was involved in Palmet-
to Giving Day.

She was surprised that the 

Montessori School was not part 
of the event when she joined 
the staff last year.

“That was definitely some-
thing that the board at that 
point was interested in learn-
ing more about,” Nance said. 
“Working more closely with 
the Bunnelle Foundation was a 
big opportunity that came up. 
We’re pretty excited.”

The school enrolls students 
as young as eight weeks all the 
way through kindergarten.

“These first five years are 
the most important time in 
human development, in life,”

See “Nonprofit,” Page 2 

By Charles Swenson
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The sales tax on purchas-
es made in Georgetown Coun-
ty rose 16.7 percent today. And 
it will stay that way until 2033 
unless voters decide to raise it 

again.
That won’t come as a sur-

prise to the 17,584 county resi-
dents who voted for the capital 
project sales tax in November, 
or to the 16,830 residents who 
voted against it.

The local tax is 1 cent that 

will be collected in addition 
to the 6 cent state sales tax.  
It is estimated to raise about 
$10 million a year, which will 
fund 22 infrastructure projects 
around the county estimated 
to cost $74.4 million. If the tax 
raises additional revenue, the 

referendum listed 19 contin-
gency projects for funding.

The penny won’t be includ-
ed in sales of groceries, pre-
scription medicine and motor 
vehicle fuel, which are exempt 
from the state sales tax. It will 
be added to the cost of short-

term rentals.
“We had some calls in No-

vember from accommodations 
providers,” said Beth Stedman, 
CEO of the Georgetown Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce. 
“They invoice their summer

See “Sales tax,” Page 2 
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PALMETTO GIVING DAY | Montessori School of Pawleys Island

First-time participant eager to learn lessons from fundraiser

Jarrod 
Ownbey

Collections begin for penny tax to fund capital projects

Compar-
ing leaves 
on a zuc-
chini plant 
are, from 
left, Wil-
low Daigle, 
Greyson 
Carver, 
Charlie 
Brice and 
KaTorah 
Curry.
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Spring Tide on a spring 
tide | A plastic chair found 
by Troy and Sue Monten-
ery during the 33rd an-
nual Spring Tide cleanup 
of Murrells Inlet was too 
good to toss. But there was 
plenty of other debris to 
fill the bins at Morse Park 
Landing. “You wouldn’t 
believe the trash on Wes-
ley Road,” said Wesley 
Hughes, left, who tossed a 
portion of it into the buck-
et of a front-end loader. 
Most of the participants 
did their cleaning on the 
land. David Goettel, below 
center, was eager to get on 
the water, made higher by 
a new moon, and remove 
a stray dock. “I’ve been 
looking at that for six 
months,” he said.


