
COASTAL OBSERVER
Vol. XLIV  No. 26	 Pawleys Island, South Carolina  ~ December 4, 2025	 $1.50

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Season of light: Tree lighting 
brings crowd to Pawleys Island 
park.	 Second Front

WHS:  Mur-
der mys-
tery brings 
out the the-
atrical side 
of debate 
team.

Page 8

Disc golf: County students help 
the sport to grow as part of health 
initiative. 	 Page 12

Obituaries...................................2
Crime........................................... 5
Opinion.......................................6
Crossword................................. 10
Classifieds..................................11
Sports........................................ 12
Online
coastalobserver.com

By Madison Sharrock
COASTAL OBSERVER

Support for Superintendent 
Bethany Giles stretches well be-
yond the Georgetown County 
Board of Education.

The board gave her an excel-
lent rating and an extra year on 
her contract last month. A copy 
of her amended contract pro-
vided by the district last week 
shows she also got a 2 percent 
pay raise.

Giles’ salary this year is 
$193,800, up by $3,800.

Community members filled 
the boardroom on the one-year 
anniversary of her hiring this 

summer. Af-
ter hearing 
the board’s re-
view they took 
to social me-
dia to express 
their congrat-
ulations.

Giles said 
she was at a 
loss of words. 

Her kindergarten diploma from 
Andrews Elementary School, 
hanging on the wall of her of-
fice, serves as a reminder of the 
teachers who helped her be-
come the woman she is today, 
Giles said.

See “Giles,” Page 3
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After 15 years as South Carolina’s at-
torney general, Alan Wilson thinks he 
can do more.

“What I learned is, you can’t sue and 
indict your way out of every problem in 
government,” Wilson told the George-
town County GOP Club last week. “I 
want to be able to take South Carolina 
from good to great. I want to be a trans-
formational governor, not a transitional 

governor.”
Polls this fall showed Wilson trailing 

Lt. Gov. Pamela Evette and U.S. 1st Dis-
trict Rep. Nancy Mace among Republi-
can voters in the five-way race. 

A poll released this week showed 
Wilson leading the field with Mace drop-
ping to third place following a confron-
tation with police at the Charleston air-
port in October. The poll by the Atlanta 
firm Wick found just under 40 percent of 
GOP voters are undecided.

See “Wilson,” Page 4
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When Gov. Henry McMaster said he 
wanted a business person for his run-
ning mate in 2018, Pamela Evette had a 
question.

“Why me? I wasn’t even my high 
school class president,” she recalled at a 
campaign stop in Georgetown this week.

The two-term lieutenant governor is 
among five candidates seeking the Re-
publican Party nomination to replace 

McMaster in next June’s primary.
“Come January, it’s going to heat up 

because, let’s face it, here in South Car-
olina the election is the primary. I don’t 
foresee having a Democrat governor 
anytime soon,” Evette told a gathering of 
20 people at the S.C. Maritime Museum 
before going to a private campaign event 
in Litchfield.

Watching over the audience was a 
poster featuring a photo of Evette and 
President Trump.

See “Evette,” Page 4
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Control of Georgetown City 
Council has shifted between 
Republican and Democrats 
over the past four years, but the 
city’s new mayor occupies the 
middle ground.

Jay Doyle was elected last 
month after running as a candi-
date of the Forward Party.

Doyle is the first third-par-
ty nominee to win a parti-
san election in South Caroli-
na since 1894, according to the 
party’s research. He is also the 
first Forward Party candidate 
to win election outright rath-
er than as a party affiliate, said 

Clint Eisenhauer, who chairs 
the state party.

The party was established 
in 2022.

Compromise “should not 
be a dirty word in politics, but 
it has become that,” Eisenhauer 
said. “How do you have conver-
sations? How do you move for-
ward in that kind of scenario?”

Eisenhauer helped Doyle 
with his campaign and said 
they bonded over the idea of 
challenging the status quo of a 
two-party system.

Eisenhauer said the par-
ty represents Americans who 
want additional, better and dif-
ferent choices on the ballot.

“I quickly realized that he 
embodies the kind of intellec-
tual, data-driven, fact-based 
approach that we like and we 
think is the model for collabo-
ration and compromise,” Eisen-
hauer said. “You basically have 
two choices. [Voters] want pol-

iticians who are going to rep-
resent them, not a party ma-
chine.”

“We’ve got a very, very 
broken system,” Doyle said. 
“Hopefully the Forward Party 
can emerge quickly and we can 
do something about it.”

In the meantime, he was 
due to meet this week with the 
city administrator to begin his 
transition from citizen to may-
or.

Doyle received 56 percent 
of the vote in the race with the 
first-term Republican incum-
bent, Carol Jayroe. There was 
no Democratic candidate in the 
race.

Seventy percent of elec-
tions in the U.S. are uncontest-
ed, Doyle noted, and the may-
or’s race would have been part 
of that statistic if he hadn’t run.

Jayroe, a Georgetown na-
tive, was elected in 2022 as the

See “City,” Page 2
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A long-awaited wetlands or-
dinance will establish a min-
imum 35-foot “undisturbed” 
buffer between wetlands, water 
bodies and development. That 
increases to 50 feet when the 
wetlands are adjacent to a river 
or tributary and 100 feet when 
the wetlands adjoin a conserva-
tion area, such as a state park or 
wildlife refuge.

The Georgetown Coun-
ty Planning Commission is re-
viewing a draft of the ordinance 
and is due to hold a workshop 
on the ordinance later this 
month. If approved by County 
Council, the ordinance would 
require a county permit for dis-
turbing any wetland larger than 
a 10th of an acre. 

See “Wetlands,” Page 3Forward, Georgetown
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in mayor’s race
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Jay Doyle, a Forward Party candidate, unseated the GOP incumbent in November.
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Wetlands along waterways 
will get a 50-foot-wide buf-
fer under the proposed ordi-
nance.

Bethany Giles
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