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MURRELLS INLET  |  The end of Oliver’s Lodge

Last rites for an inlet landmark

GEORGETOWN  |  Jay Doyle’s first 100 days

Third party mayor finds no honeymoon from partisan politics
By Madison Sharrock
COASTAL OBSERVER

Jay Doyle is 100 days into his 
first term as Mayor of George-
town. He hasn’t been counting 
up, he said. He has been count-
ing down.

“I was retired, living a nice, 
peaceful life, and this just 
throws your life into chaos,” 
Doyle said. “I think it’s intend-
ed to be a part time job. It’s any-
thing but that.”

The Belmont, Mass., native 
fell in love with Georgetown 
more than 15 years ago when 
he and his wife Suzanne moved 
to Front Street. It was a friend-
ly place where strangers greet-
ed each other in passing.

That’s changed since he 
took office in January.

“There are some people who 
walk by and can’t even look at 
me,” Doyle said.

Georgetown has had a tem-
porary City Hall for nearly a 

decade, and the lack of office 
space doesn’t help, he said. 

Neither does social media, 
he added. It’s a vocal minority 
that’s taking grievances to Face-
book about the mayor’s perfor-
mance.

Doyle has been working to 
bring new industries to the city. 
He said it’s unfortunate the vit-
riol on social media will be the 

first impression for prospective 
companies and residents.

“It hurts the city. If they re-
ally care about the city, want 
the best for the city, why don’t 
they back off and give me a 
chance?” he said. “Let me prove 
what I can do.”

Doyle was elected last year 
as a candidate of the Forward 
Party, established in 2022. He is 

the first third-party nominee to 
win a partisan election in South 
Carolina since 1894, according 
to the party’s research. He is 
also the first Forward Party can-
didate to win an election out-
right rather than as a party affil-
iate, said Clint Eisenhauer, who 
chairs the state party.

The party has no candidates 
running in Georgetown County 

but there are four vying for Hor-
ry County Council seats.

“I’m excited about that. In 
time, you know, if I’m success-
ful I think that’ll help people 
see that there is an alternative, 
and more people will come on 
board,” Doyle said.

He received 56 percent of 
the vote in the mayoral race 

See “Mayor,” Page 4

By Madison Sharrock
COASTAL OBSERVER

The building can’t be saved, 
but the memories sure can.

A crowd of about 100 mem-
bers of the congregation and 
community gathered in front of 
Oliver’s Lodge on Sunday after-
noon. They were sniffling and 
wiping away tears by the time 
the Rev. Will Malambri, the se-
nior pastor at Belin Memori-
al United Methodist Church, 
closed out the farewell ceremo-
ny with a prayer.

“We thank you for the 
warmth, rest, good food and 
good fellowship that have 
been enjoyed at Oliver’s Lodge. 
Countless people sat on the jog-
gling board, enjoyed corn frit-
ters and fried flounder, had 
their first dates, anniversaries 
and birthdays, made this place 
central to their annual family 
gatherings,” he said.

Kin McKinzie spent his 
summers in Murrells Inlet as a 
child in the late 1960s. He be-
came a busboy at Oliver’s Lodge 
during his summer breaks from 
high school in Florence.

McKinzie recalled the thou-
sands of hungry diners who 
lined up around the building to 
grab a seat.

“We’d sit there like hawks 
and watch those tables come 
open. We’d have our tray ready 
to take off, and boom. Boom, 
boom, boom. Clear and set a 
table in 30 seconds,” he said. 
“People would laugh and pho-
tograph us and time us.”

It was simple back then, 
McKinzie added. Each dish 
washed and every dollar was 
counted by hand.

He said he did it alongside 
Roosevelt “Rooster” Pickett, a 
longtime resident and employ-
ee at Oliver’s Lodge.

“It’s just incredible to me 
how one man with so little ma-
terial possessions, you know, 
nothing to his name, impacted 
so many lives,” McKinzie said. 
“He certainly had a tremendous 
impact on my life that will stay 
with me.”

Inlet Affairs provided a 
taste of the food Oliver’s Lodge 
once served including popcorn

See “Oliver’s,” Page 3

ELECTION 2026

Keep It Green
makes foray
into District 6
GOP primary
By Charles Swenson
COASTAL OBSERVER

A citizens group that has 
made its mark in land use is-
sues is making its first foray in 
to electoral politics in the Re-
publican Party primary for 
County Council District 6.

Keep It Green last week 
threw its support behind Bill 
Ringer, who is challenging 
Council Member Stella Merca-
do for a second term.

“It’s not a formal endorse-
ment, but we support his can-
didacy,” said Duane Draper, 
who chairs the board of Keep It 
Green.

An email to supporters 
called Ringer “a refreshing 
change from ‘politics as usu-
al.’ We believe he will be an out-
standing and exceptionally well 
qualified County Council repre-
sentative.”

Keep It Green started in 
2019 in response to an effort to 
rezone the Litchfield Racquet 
Club for residential develop-
ment. 

“I have followed Keep It 
Green since it started its work 
in Litchfield Country Club,” 
said Ringer, who has lived in 
the neighborhood for 11 years. 
“I have support their efforts and 
applaud their success.”

While he wasn’t surprised 
he got the group’s support, he 
said he was still grateful.

Keep It Green was poised 
to have candidate for Dis-
trict 6 when Council Member 
Steve Goggans announced he 
wouldn’t seek a third term in 
2022. Before filing opened, Mer-
cado and Clint Elliott, who had 
announced plans to run for the 
vacant seat in District 1, wrote 
an opinion piece in the Coastal 
Observer supporting “the goal 
of no net residential density on 
the Waccamaw Neck.”

“Clint and Stella pretty 
much co-opted Keep It Green’s 
message,” Draper said.

They were unopposed in 
the GOP primary and the gener-
al election. Their votes on land 
use issues drew criticism that

See “Council,” Page 4
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Pawleys Island’s south end 
after Ian in 2020. The dunes 
have recovered, but a repair 
project is still pending.

PAWLEYS ISLAND

Town ready
to try again
on easements
for beach work
By Charles Swenson
COASTAL OBSERVER

The town of Pawleys Island 
has hired a Charleston firm 
to appraise the value of ease-
ments over three lots on the is-
land’s south end that the Army 
Corps of Engineers says it needs 
before starting work to replace 
land lost to a hurricane four 
and a half years ago.

“There’ve been some chal-
lenges with appraisals of these 
easements,” Mayor Brian Hen-
ry said.

The town had a bid of 
$22,250 for the appraisals last 
year. The firm wasn’t able to do 
the work.

The appraiser hired this 
week, Curt McCall of Colliers 
International, estimated the 
cost at $7,500 to $10,000, but 
more important to the town he 
is doing similar appraisals for 
the town of Edisto Beach, Hen-
ry said.

For the Edisto renourish-
ment project, McCall worked 
out a protocol for the appraisals  
that satisfied the Corps.

“There are a lot of things 
that have to be considered,” 
Henry said.

The Corps has faced legal
See “Pawleys,” Page 2

Jay Doyle, left, 
and three Dem-
ocrats unseated 
four incumbent 
Republicans 
last year.
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Looking through Oliver family photos at the farewell ceremony for Oliver’s Lodge. The 
audience listens from outside the construction fence around the former restaurant.


