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By Madison Sharrock
COASTAL OBSERVER

Georgetown County School 
Board approved a $128 million 
operating budget in a 6-3 vote 
last week that included a 3.1-
mill tax increase.

The district increased 
spending by 3.2 percent from 
the previous fiscal year. Annu-
al inflation rate in the U.S. was 
4.2 percent in May, added Lisa 
Johnson, the district’s chief fi-
nancial officer.

Projected revenues de-
creased by $1.4 million because 
of state tax changes for boats 
and motors and reduction in 
state funding due to lower en-
rollment.

The district cut 19 positions 
across teacher and administra-
tion staff to offset the changes 
which was a $2.2 million cut.

The 3.1-mill tax increase 
changes the tax rate from 120 
to 123.1 mills. The additional 
tenth of a mill is worth $50,000, 
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Emergency workers were 
able to rescue a Kentucky man 
struggling in a rip current on 
the north end of Pawleys Island 
last week, the same area where 
a swimmer drowned last sum-
mer.

Pawleys Island Police drove 
their truck onto the beach at 
Pearce Street, where the town 
created an emergency access 
this spring. A plastic Mobi mat 
was installed the day before the 
rescue.

It was installed without a 
state permit, which is still be-
ing processed.

“It was a huge, huge help,” 
Midway Fire Rescue Chief Brent 
McClellan said. “The town, the 
mayor, Town Council deserve 
credit. It’s already saved one 
life.”

The man, 41, was treated on 
the beach for exhaustion, short-
ness of breath and swallow-
ing saltwater before he was tak-
en in the back of the pickup to 
a waiting ambulance on Pearce 
Street, police said.

Police were on the beach 
within 5 minutes of getting the 

See “Access,” Page 3

PAWLEYS ISLAND

Emergency ramp,
still awaiting permit,
called a lifesaver

Town of Pawleys Island

Town workers, above, in-
stall the emergency access 
at Pearce Street on Thurs-
day. Officer Chris Doerr, be-
low left, and Detective Jono 
Fairfield used it Friday to 
rescue a swimmer.
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Georgetown County’s bud-
get will grow by $7 million or 
nearly 6 percent for the fiscal 
year that started this week with 
a tax increase of less than 1 per-
cent.

The $128.3 million spending 
plan includes a 3 percent raise 
for employees, with firefighters 
and emergency medical work-
ers getting 6 percent to help re-
cruit and retain staff.

No one spoke against the 
budget at a public hearing last 
week.

But the budget drew a “no” 
vote from Council Member Bob 
Anderson who said he hadn’t 
received a satisfactory expla-
nation for the county’s general 
fund reserve, which is set at 40 
percent or $15 million.

“I have voted ‘yes’ nine 
times for operating budgets 
during my years on council,” he 
said. “Tonight, I will vote ‘no.’”

and in total balances the budget 
with $1.55 million.

“I just don’t think that we 
needed to do that to get where 
we needed to go,” said Board 
Member Scott DuBose, who 
voted against the budget be-
cause of the tax increase. He 
was joined by Board Members 
Eileen Johnson and Robert Cox 
in the dissenting vote.

A tax increase kicks the can 
down the road, DuBose lat-
er added, and bypasses a thor-
ough examination of district’s 
inefficiencies, poor spending 
practices and habits.

“Without that, we will be 
here next year raising taxes 
again,” he said.

“You can find that money if 
you try and not sacrifice hurt-
ing the kids,” Cox said, who had 
spent more than 30 years work-
ing with Georgetown Coun-
ty budgets as a building offi-
cial. “It will work, and that’s 
not a Robert theory. That is 

See “Schools,” Page 2

Anderson has raised ques-
tions about the balance in the 
past. An audit of the fiscal 2025 
budget put the surplus at 76 
percent or $29 million, nearly 
three times what it was in 2020.

“Two things bothered me,” 
he told the council last week. 
“Namely budgets being re-
vised without an explanation 
to council” and that the surplus 
was intended as a buffer for nat-
ural disasters.

The county has $1.5 million 
set aside for disaster recovery.

He wasn’t happy that the 
40 percent threshold was based 
on Administrator Angela Chris-
tian’s experience in local gov-
ernment in coastal North Caro-
lina. He outlined a way to figure 
out what the loss of tax revenue 
to Georgetown County would 
be in an “average” hurricane.

“What I requested did not 
happen,” he said.

What he got was a memo-
randum from Brandon Ellis, the

See “County,” Page 4

BUDGETS  |  The fiscal year begins

School board raises taxes
as three members look for cuts

Questions linger over surplus
designed to cushion storms

“You can 
find that 
money if 
you try.”

Robert Cox
Board member

“Two things 
bothered 
me.”
Bob Anderson
Council member
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Reaffirming their independence | Gwenevere Burns signs a replica Decla-
ration of Independence at the Georgetown County 250 celebration kickoff. 
She was here for the bicentennial, but married and moved away for 46 years. 
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The largest vessel to enter 
the Georgetown Harbor in a de-
cade will arrive this month, giv-
ing a public face to the water-
front revitalization that has 
existed in plans and drawings.

The 350-foot dredge will 
remove about 560,000 cubic 

yards of silt to restore the feder-
al channel to a depth of 12 feet 
along the Harborwalk, the for-
mer steel mill and the former 
state port.

“Our contractor is moving 
pipe as we speak,” Sonja Cart-
er, the project manager for the 
Army Corps of Engineers, told 
an audience of about 80 peo-
ple at the S.C. Maritime Muse-

um this week.
The work is due to fiin-

ish by September, ahead of 
the Georgetown Wooden Boat 
Show that the museum spon-
sors.

The Corps used to main-

tain the channel to a depth of 27 
feet, which allowed ocean-go-
ing ships to dock at the mill and 
port. It was last dredged in 2008 
because of a decline in traffic. 
The last ship docked at the state

See “Harbor,” Page 4

GEORGETOWN  |  Redeveloping the waterfront

Dredge offers visible sign
of changes to come

After the dredging, county 
and city officials are con-
sidering plans to extend the 
Harborwalk past the former 
steel mill and port.
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