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BY Charles Swenson
COASTAL OBSERVER

Georgetown County would 
limit golf carts to roads with 
speed limits of 25 mph or less 
under a proposal from Council 
Member Bob Anderson.

“These golf carts on the 
Waccamaw Neck are traveling 
on roads that have 35-mile-an-
hour speed limits. They just 
can’t keep up, and they’re caus-
ing a lot of trouble with peo-
ple passing on double-yellow 
lines,” he told the council last 
week.

He asked the county attor-
ney, Jay Watson, help him draft 
an ordinance to limit golf  carts 
to slower roads.

State law allows golf carts 
to operate on secondary roads 
where the speed limit is 35 mph 
or less and restricts their range 
to 4 miles of their registered 
address or, if that’s in a gated 
community, the community’s 
access point. The law prohibit-
ed local governments from re-
stricting golf carts until it was 
amended last year.

The county could adopt 
an ordinance to “stipulate the 
hours, methods, and locations 
of golf cart operations, provid-
ed that golf carts may be oper-
ated only on a highway where 
the speed limit is thirty-five 
miles per hour or less.” A coun-
ty ordinance could also allow 
golf carts with proper lighting 
to operate at night. Under state 
law they can only operate dur-
ing daylight hours.

Anderson said after the 
See “Carts,” Page 2

By Charles Swenson
COASTAL OBSERVER

Despite changing their 
household habits, residents 
told Santee Cooper officials this 
week that they still aren’t seeing 
a break from the state-owned 
utility’s peak use charge.

Santee Cooper is proposing 
to raise rates over the next two 
years with residential custom-
ers seeing the largest percent-
age increases: 4.7 percent next 
year and 4.6 percent in 2028.

The utility has already seen 
record-high demand six times 
this year, Jimmy Staton, the 
Santee Cooper president and 
CEO, said.

“We recognize that costs are 
going up everywhere,” he told 
an audience of about 50 people 
at a rate hearing at the Wacca-
maw Library. He said the rate 
increases will fund new pow-
er generation and transmission 
infrastructure to meet growing 
demand and ensure reliability.

It will cost an estimated 
$338 million to serve residen-
tial customers in 2027, but the 
existing rate will generate only 
$322 million, according to a rate 
study by NewGen Strategies.

Although Santee Cooper 
See “Utility,” Page 4

By Madison Sharrock
COASTAL OBSERVER

Beverly Thompson, a Pleasant Hill High 
graduate, has taught at Waccamaw Elementary 
School for 39 of its 50 years.

Returning as a third grade teacher for the 
10th year, Thompson reflected on how the school 
has changed since its opening in 1976 as students 
across Georgetown County begin the 2026-27 
school year on Monday morning.

She’s watched chalkboards become Pro-
methean boards, cassette tape players become 
radios and books become Chromebooks over the 
years.

Thompson’s students are what brings her 
back year after year. She doesn’t plan on retiring 
anytime soon, she added.

See “WES,” Page 3

By Madison Sharrock
COASTAL OBSERVER

Parents, grandparents 
and community members are 
searching for answers after the 
discovery that a sex offender 
was allowed to work at Pawleys 
Island Community Church and 
its Christian Academy as a vol-
unteer custodian.

But the “why” of the scan-
dal that led to the arrest of the 
church pastor, his wife and 
the school director along with 
the sex offender may never be 
known, a counselor told fami-
lies last week.

“Acknowledging how frus-
trating and how not fair that 
is, is so important,” Kathy Red-
wine told a group of about 30 
people at the Waccamaw Li-

brary last week. “We can’t 
change anything about what 
has happened but we get to de-
fine what the narrative looks 
like moving forward.”

The arrests last week have 
been followed by five civil suits 
against the church, the school 
and its leaders. In one, the par-
ent of a boy claims he was sexu-
ally assaulted by the custodian,  
Warren Perry, 70, of Murrells 
Inlet. The Georgetown Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is still inves-
tigating.

Redwine, along with Jamie 
Brown, the executive director 
of Children’s Recovery Center 
and mental health profession-
als held a community sup-
port meeting in response to the 
events at the church.

Redwine, a certified play 
therapist for children, wanted 
to provide resources to anyone 
affected and help parents and 
grandparents guide age-appro-
priate conversations with their 
children.

See “Support,” Page 5

By Madison Sharrock
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Rent increases of up to 16 
percent on mobile home lots 
in a Murrells Inlet communi-
ty have prompted residents to 
form a tenants union to try to 
negotiate with the property 
owner.

Now known as Oceanside 
Landing, the former Captain’s 
Cove mobile home park was 
sold to Illinois-based Cobble-
stone Properties in 2022. Resi-
dents were notified last Novem-
ber that lot rents would increase 
by 8 to 16 percent in March and 
that their current lease would 

roll over, meaning no written 
lease. Leases are now month-to-
month.

Many tenants will be priced 
out if they can’t negotiate a 
lease that makes them feel se-
cure, said Kanani Burns, an or-
ganizer with the S.C. Tenant 
Union. Owners can’t sell their 
mobile homes because the com-
munity has the highest lot rent 
in Murrells Inlet, which is driv-
ing values down and deterring 
potential buyers.

It also costs thousands of 
dollars to move a mobile home, 
she said, which isn’t an option 
for a lot of folks.

See “Housing,” Page 4

PI CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

As families
look for answers,
counselors offer
a path forward

ROADS

Anderson
wants to limit
golf carts
to slow lanes

SANTEE COOPER

Demand charge
still rankles
customers facing
rate increases

Photos by Madison Sharrock/Coastal Observer

Ashley Cameron unpacks T-shirts for Waccamaw Elementary’s golden anniversary.

EDUCATION  |  Back to school

Waccamaw Elementary opens
doors on 50th anniversary

HOUSING  |  Oceanside Landing

Inlet residents form union to challenge rent hike

Waccamaw High opened in 1990.

Waccamaw Middle opened in 2001. Waccamaw Intermediate opened in 2008.

Residents at 
Oceanside 
Landing 
turn out 
for a rally 
this week to 
protest rent 
increases.
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Kathy Redwine uses toys to 
help children convey their 
emotions.


