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EDUCATION | Waccamaw High

First-year teacher feels at home

BY LEEA PORT
COASTAL OBSERVER

When Lilly Javoroski grad-
uated from Waccamaw High
School in 2022, she had no idea
she’d come back four years lat-
er to teach.

It wasn’t always her plan to
teach, Javoroski said, but she
always had a soft spot for it.

First-day numbers
near projections
for area schools

BY MADISON SHARROCK
COASTAL OBSERVER

The Georgetown County
School District had planned for
7,359 students this school year,
but only registered 7,203, ac-
cording to data collected pri-
or to the first day of school this
week.

That 2 percent shortfall,
which does not include regis-
tration figures for Coastal Mon-
tessori Charter School, could
affect staffing and classroom
assignments, Superintendent
Bethany Giles said.

“They have to just make
some adjustments and do the
class sizes based on alloca-
tions,” she said. “Those are the
normal wrinkles and schedule
things that we adjust.”

District officials empha-
sized that the figures reflect
student registration only, not

As a senior in high school she
was a teacher cadet, where she
taught her classmates algebra 2
lessons alongside the teacher,
Lawrie Anne Brone.

Being a teacher cadet con-
firmed her interest in teach-
ing, but Javoroski said she had
already committed to attend
Clemson University as a math
major and didn’t feel a need to
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Lilly Javoroski, a Waccamaw High graduate, hands out schedules to seniors.

change plans.

“Ijust really liked math, so I
didn’t think anything of it,” she
said.

In her third year of col-
lege, she became a teaching
assistant and began tutoring
individual students and stu-
dent groups. She said the expe-
rience made it clear that she

SEE “WHS,” PAGE 4
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A future Waccamaw student helps carry supplies to his
brother’s kKindergarten classroom.

actual student enrollment. A
student must be absent for 10
consecutive days before they
are removed from the system,
according to state law.

Enrollment will be better
reflected on day 11 of the school
year, officials said.

Waccamaw area schools
were the only schools that sur-
passed overall projections.
They expected 1,964 students
and had 1,975 completed regis-
trations before this week.

MURRELLSINLET | The dredging project

Environmental lawyers say coun

BY CHARLES SWENSON
COASTAL OBSERVER

Standing on the shore at
Morse Park Landing, Dennis Al-
len saw something that consul-
tants planning a dredging proj-
ect for Georgetown County had
overlooked: oysters.

The popular landing was
only one place that the former
director of the University of
South Carolina’s Baruch Ma-
rine Lab found oysters grow-
ing at low tide. His observation
and those of state and federal
agencies prompted the S.C. En-

quire a more accurate assess-
ment of the project that propos-
es to dredge over 750,000 cubic
yards of sediment from 16.5
miles of creeks and channels.
The Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the state Department
of Environmental Services are
reviewing the permit request
for the project submitted in
2020. The agencies took pub-
lic comments in 2023, but the
law project says the application
“misrepresents the true scale of
foreseeable detriments and im-
permissibly narrows the state-
ment of project purpose and

While every other area of
the district braced for small-
er enrollments this year, Wac-
camaw schools had projected
growth. The projections were
for 1,918 students in the area
last year.

Waccamaw  Intermediate
School, which serves students
in fourth through sixth grade,
exceeded its projections by 36
students at a total of 432. There
were 46 new registrations

SEE “SCHOOLS,” PAGE 4

Sales tax proposal
raises concerns
about spending

BY CHARLES SWENSON
COASTAL OBSERVER

Georgetown County Coun-
cil moved a step closer to plac-
ing a referendum on a 1-cent
local option sales tax before
voters in November, but two
members said they have con-
cerns about the proposal.

The state law that provides
for the local option tax requires
that 71 percent of the revenue
be used to offset property taxes.
The remainder can be used for
county and municipal govern-
ment operations.

Voters rejected the tax by
54 votes in 2024, the same time
that they passed a 1-cent capi-
tal project sales tax. The capital
project tax collected in the first
year was $18.6 million, accord-
ing to the state Department of
Revenue.

Council Chairman Clint El-
liott said this week the county is
still using the $10 million esti-
mate for collections from 2024,
which officials said at the time
they thought was low.

While the local option tax

LEGISLATURE

$18.6

The amount, in millions,
collected in the first year of
the capital project sales tax.

Source: S.C. Department of Revenue

in 2024 was promoted as tax re-
lief, Council Member Raymond
Newton said this week he is
concerned about how the reve-
nue will be used.

“It could go for any gener-
al operations that the coun-
ty so chooses,” Administrator
Angela Christian said. “That
can be from roads, infrastruc-
ture, stormwater, safety, law en-
forcement, any of those kinds
of things.”

Newton focused on storm-
water, pointing out that when
the council agreed to buy the
former Customs House on Front
Street for $5.6 million, which he
opposed, he thought the mon-
ey would be better spent on

SEE “SALES TAX,” PAGE 3

Delayed state budget
includes $10M in earmarks
for local projects

BY CHARLES SWENSON
COASTAL OBSERVER

The fate of $10 million for
local projects included in this
year’s state budget could be de-
cided when the legislature re-
conves next week.

Or it could remain in lim-
bo as the lawmakers figure out
how to address about $300 mil-
lion in earmarks that accompa-
nied the $15.7 million budget.

Among those are $2 million
for a dredging project in Mur-
rells Inlet, $1.5 million to re-
place the Murrells Inlet boat
ramp, $2 million for Brookgreen
Gardens and $2 million for a
drainage project along Martin
Luther King Road.

The state has been operat-
ing under a continuing resolu-
tion since the legislature failed
to pass the budget before the
July 1 start of the fiscal year. A
conference committee of Sen-
ate and House members final-

ty underestimated impact
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Oysters live in the inter-tidal zone where they are exposed
at low tide. Dredging could alter that, scientists say.

in a letter to the agencies.
Environmental Services is
still evaluating the water qual-

consultants to get more infor-
mation, a spokeswoman said.
The comments from the law

ly agreed to
address  the
earmarks in a
separate Dbill
based on the
recommenda-
tions of a re-
view commit-
L] tee.

. That com-
Lee Hewitt mittee hasn’t
been named,
but the legis-
lature is due to meet Tuesday.

“Negotiations are still ongo-
ing,” said state Rep. Lee Hewitt,
who serves on the Ways and
Means Committee.

He was among the lawmak-
ers requesting funds for Brook-
green Gardens, which plans to
add a butterfly pavilion to the
welcome center that opened
this year.

Hewitt also requested $1.25
million for an operations center
for the Murrells Inlet-Garden

SEE “BUDGET,” PAGE 2

on oysters

The Corps is still evalutat-
ing the application, a spokes-
man for the Charleston District,
said.

Comments from the pub-
lic will “inform its evaluation of
the probable impacts of the pro-
posed activity on the public in-
terest,” he said.

The county proposes dredg-
ing the waterways to make them
accessible to boats at all stages
of the tide. It wants to dispose
of the spoils in the ocean off
Huntington Beach State Park,
a method that hasn’t been used
in the state before.

vironmental Law Project last need,” Monica Whalen, a staff ity certification for the project project will be included in its The initial application
week to call for regulators to re-  attorney at the law project, said and working with the county’s review, she added. SEE “INLET,” PAGE 2
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